2o6                    Pope Pius XI
to point out, is a man of extremely strong personal
opinions. Within the last few years he has developed what
might be considered almost an obsession about Russian
Communism as the great enemy of the Catholic Church.
He feels that all forces of the Church must be united
against this enemy, and he has been loath during the last
few years to have to fight on the German front as well.
He cannot, however, escape a clash much longer, and a
clash in which, in the opinion of many, the Catholic
Church in Germany as a big and influential body must go
under for very many years. This docs not mean that
Catholicism itself will go under; in fact it may probably
mean that the Catholic Church in Germany will produce in
the next few years far holier and better Catholics than it
has ever produced in its political past: but Rome is
wondering how far it is possible to work with, and be
helped by, a Nazi regime that is as bitterly anti-Russian
as the Vatican, and Rome is hoping against hope.
When I say Rome, I mean the Pope, For it has seemed
to me that the Secretary of State, Cardinal Pacelli, has a
clearer insight into what is going on in Germany* He
was there during all those preliminary years when the
Nazi Party was developing. Since every day we see proofs
that Herr Hitler is at last beginning to carry out the
policies which he was advocating in those early days, and
which he conveniently "soft-pedalled" during the early
days of his regime* when he wanted first to pacify and
then slowly to break big business and the Churches,
Cardinal Pacelli is in a position to understand even better
the coming Germany promised in those early days than, he
may have been able to understand the Germany of the
first three years of the Nazi regime*